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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW FOURTH WARD ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT HONORS HISTORIC RALEIGH NEIGHBORHOOD
New downtown district remembers Raleigh’s history while looking to a bright future

RALEIGH, N.C. SEPTEMBER 1, 2026 - The Fourth Ward Neighborhood Association, the Raleigh
Convention and Performing Arts Complex, and the City of Raleigh are excited to announce the
designation of the Fourth Ward Entertainment District in downtown Raleigh. The district spans
from South St. to Cabarrus St. and from Dawson St. to Wilmington St.

This district was designated as part of an ongoing effort to acknowledge the history of Raleigh’s
Fourth Ward Neighborhood. Other projects include the history exhibit titled The Magic of the
Fourth Ward: A Journey Through Time and Culture at the Martin Marietta Center for the Performing
Arts, the City of Raleigh’s Fourth Ward Historic Tour, and the Fourth Ward Oral History Project, a
collaboration between members of the Fourth Ward Neighborhood Association, local community
organizers and activists, and graduate students at North Carolina State University.

“We’re so excited to have our own Fourth Ward Entertainment District,” said Rosa Rand, president
of the Fourth Ward Neighborhood Association. “It’s everything that we hoped for.”

“We’re humbled and excited by the opportunity to be a part of commemorating and remembering
the rich history of this neighborhood” said Kerry Painter, executive director of the Raleigh
Convention and Performing Arts Complex. “We’re grateful to work with Fourth Ward community
leaders to put up these placemaking visual markers and remind everyone who comes through the
neighborhood where they are and why it’s so important.”

The new commemorative street signs are being installed along the boundaries of the area
designated as the Fourth Ward Entertainment District. The designs for the street signs were
developed by the Raleigh Convention and Performing Arts Complex in collaboration with the
Fourth Ward Neighborhood Association.

For more information about this and any other future projects related to the Fourth Ward
Entertainment District, please visit https://www.atlanticunionbankconventioncenter.com/fourth-
ward-entertainment-district.

Link to photos:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/skxc6rvu3th2pdh21mb1v/ACwSL2VazpVHrEdaUKgrgko?rlkey=79h20idp3
kzsgvpaszubel1xn&st=w6kt23uh&dl=0
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About The Complex
The Raleigh Convention and Performing Arts Complex ("The Complex") encompasses four city-owned and
managed facilities that bring together residents, out-of-town visitors and a host of performing artists from
around the country and the world.

In the heart of North Carolina’s vibrant capital city, three of the four venues welcome some 1 million visitors
to downtown Raleigh each year. The award-winning, 500,000-square-foot Atlantic Union Bank Convention
Centeris aleaderininnovation, sustainability and guest experience. Next door sits the city’s signature open-
air music venue, Red Hat Amphitheater, with 6,000 seats and a buzzworthy schedule of musical
performances.

A short walk away, the Martin Marietta Center for the Performing Arts offers four unique theaters, seating
from 150 to 2,369, and is home to resident companies Carolina Ballet, North Carolina Symphony, North
Carolina Opera and PineCone. Beyond Downtown Raleigh, Coastal Credit Union Music Park at Walnut Creek
boasts a 20,000-person capacity amphitheater on 77 rolling green acres and regularly packs the house with
big-name acts.

www.raleighconvention.com/complex

Press Contact

Liam Aubrey
Liam.Aubrey@raleighnc.gov
919-996-8512
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